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Monumento  Christo  Redemptor,  great  figure  of 
Christ  on  Corcovado  mountain,  high  above  the 
bay  and  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 


By  Dr.  A.  W.  Wasson 

BRAZIL  is  a giant  among  countries.  It  is  larger 
than  the  total  area  of  any  six  of  her  neighbors  in 
South  America;  twice  the  size  of  China  proper. 
253,000  square  miles  larger  than  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  Alaska.  It  has  3,275,500  square  miles, 
and  79%  of  this  vast  expanse  is  potentially  pro- 
ductive. 

Brazil  has  all  climates,  except  the  polar,  and  pro- 
duces tropical  products,  such  as  coffee,  rice,  bananas, 
sugar-cane  and  rubber,  as  well  as  the  cereals,  fruits, 
and  live-stock  of  temperate  climates.  It  has  indeed 
been  said  that  Brazil  can  grow  all  the  crops  known 
to  man.  It  ranks  first  in  coffee,  second  in  oranges, 
sugar-cane  and  cacao,  and  fourth  in  cattle,  horses 
and  cotton. 

The  underground  wealth  is  enormous.  All  min- 
erals exist  except  natural  sulphur  and  borax.  Coal 
is  limited  and  of  poor  quality,  but  this  is  partly  off- 
set by  oil  and  hydroelectric  power. 

The  population  is  only  45,000,000.  This  is  an 
increase  of  148%  since  1900,  but  it  is  still  very  small. 
An  alert  Public  Health  Department  is  reducing  the 
high  death  rate  from  which  the  country  has  long 
suffered.  Yellow  fever  is  now  practically  unknown, 
thanks  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Oswaldo  Cruz  and  Dr. 
H.  C.  Tucker,  a Methodist  missionary,  who  intro- 
duced Cruz  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Walter  Reed  in 
Cuba  and  the  Public  Health  Service  of  the  United 
States. 

Malaria  is  being  brought  under  control.  The 
Fluminense  Lowlands,  17,000  square  kilometers  of 
fertile  land  near  Rio  de  Janeiro,  is  being  drained 
and  freed  from  the  menace  of  this  disease.  A new 
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type  of  virulent  malaria  introduced  by  African  mos- 
quitoes brought  on  airplanes  from  Dakar  to  Natal 
has  been  stamped  out.  The  government  is  already 
using  the  new  insecticide  DDT. 

Tuberculosis  is  being  checked.  Leprosy  still  levies 
a heavy  toll,  but  is  in  process  of  practical  elimination. 
Infant  mortality  is  being  reduced  by  prenatal  and 
child  clinics  and  mass  immunization  against  con- 
tagious diseases. 

Attention  has  been  focused  upon  the  problem 
of  undernourishment.  Studies  of  the  eating  habits 
of  the  people  have  shown  that  many  people,  because 
of  poverty,  do  not  have  enough  to  eat  and  many 
others,  through  lack  of  knowledge,  do  not  have 
a balanced  diet.  A campaign  for  popularizing  the 
principles  of  food  hygiene  was  begun  in  1939  through 
the  press,  schools,  radio  and  leaflets.  Cheap  restau- 
rants were  established  in  industrial  plants,  a mini- 
mum wage  law  was  formulated,  and  other  measures 
taken  to  bring  proper  diet  within  reach  of  the 
common  people.  The  goal  is  still  far  from  realiza- 
tion but  real  progress  is  being  made. 

The  development  of  textile,  mining,  steel,  and 
other  industries,  and  the  expansion  of  agriculture 
and  cattle  raising,  is  creating  a demand  for  workers 
which  may  bring  to  Brazil  a flow  of  immigrants  com- 
parable to  the  flood  into  the  United  States  at  the 
end  of  the  last  century. 

All  these  factors  will  produce  a phenomenal  rise 
in  Brazil’s  population  in  the  next  few  decades.  Given 
population  and  strength  commensurate  with  her 
territory  and  resources,  Brazil  will  indeed  be  a giant 
among  nations.  Will  the  mighty  land  then  be  a 
champion  of  freedom  and  justice,  and  of  peace  and 
cooperation,  or  a totalitarian  Goliath,  perpetuating 


METHODISM  IN  BRAZIL 


7 


the  practices  that  lead  to  war?  All  the  world  has  a 
stake  in  the  answer,  which  will  be  largely  determined 
by  the  type  of  religion  and  education  that  is  brought 
to  bear  upon  this  emerging  giant.  Thus  the  activities 
of  The  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil  are  of  more  than 
local  significance. 


odist  Education 


Fourteen  schools  related  to  The  Methodist  Church 
in  Brazil  have  the  Ginasio  (gymnasium)  course  of 
four  years.  The  Ginasio  is  preceded  by  a primary 
course  of  five  years  and  leads  to  the  Colegio,  a three- 
year  course  roughly  equivalent  to  Junior  College. 
Eight  schools  are  of  Colegio  grade.  Six  give  a three- 
year  commercial  course  above  the  Ginasio  and  the 
diploma  of  Certified  Public  Accountant.  Four  have 
a three-year  Normal  course  above  the  Ginasio  which 
prepares  for  teaching  in  Primary  Schools. 

These  are  the  Methodist  schools  and  the  courses: 


Name  and  Address  12  3 

Granbery  College  in  Juiz  de  Fora  x x x 

Granbery  Branch  School  in  Pires 

do  Rio  x 

Colegio  Isabella  Hendrix  in  Belo 

Horizonte  x x x 

Bennett  College  in  Rio  De  Janeiro  x x 

Colegio  Piracicabano  in  Piracicabo  x x 

Northwest  Institute  in  Birigui  x x 

American  Institute  in  Lins  x x x 

Passo  Fundo  Institute  in  Passo  Fundo  x x x 

Branch  of  P.F.I.  in  Soledade  x 

Porto  Alegre  Institute  in  Porto  Alegre  x x 
Porto  Alegre  Institute  in  Jaguarao  x 
Union  College  in  Uruguayana  x x 

Colegio  Americano  in  Porto  Alegre  x x 
Centenary  College  in  Santa  Maria  x x 
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x 

x 


X 


X in  Column  1,  Ginasio— 4 years ; Column  2,  Colegio — 3 years; 
Column  3,  Commercial — 3 years;  Column  4,  Normal — 3 years . 


ABOVE:  These  three  men  constituted  the 
entire  membership  ot  the  first  annual  con- 
ference in  Brazil,  formed  in  1886.  Left  to 
right:  Dr.  H.  C.  Tucker,  Rev.  J.  L.  Kennedy, 
Bishop  J.  W.  Tarboux,  who  was  elected  the 
first  bishop  of  the  Brazil  Church  in  1930. 
Dr.  Tucker  survives  and  has  been  deco- 
rated by  the  government  for  distinguished 
service. 

BELOW:  In  the  foods  laboratory  at 
Bennett  College,  a large  and  modernly 
equipped  Methodist  school  for  girls  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
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Granbery  College  has  a School  of  Law.  Bennett 
College  a special  Junior  College  ( Instituto  Tecnico) 
for  training  kindergarten  teachers  and  leaders  in  so- 
cial service,  religious  education,  and  other  forms  of 
specialized  service.  The  American  Institute  in  Lins 
has  a graduate  commercial  course  which  leads  to  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  in  Finances  and  Administration. 
All  the  schools  have  primary  courses  covering  five 
years. 

Two  other  Methodist  schools,  not  of  Ginasio 
grade,  should  be  mentioned.  The  famous  People’s 
Central  Institute  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  has  a Primary 
School,  Sewing  School  and  Night  School  in  addi- 
tion to  its  varied  program  of  social  service.  The 
Methodist  Institute  in  Riberao  Preto  has  a Primary 
School  and  a special  course  in  religious  education. 


Finances 

These  institutions  were  built  and  equipped  by  the 
Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  with  some 
local  help.  Most  of  the  annual  budget  comes  from 
Brazilian  sources,  including  fees  and  boarding  de- 
partments. The  source  of  operating  income  (as  of 
1944)  is  shown  here: 


Institution 

Board 

Local 

Total 

Granbery  College 

$2,800 

$90,320 

$93,120 

Colegio  Isabella  Hendrix 

2,486 

12,674 

15,160 

Bennett  College 

3,395 

23,893 

27,288 

Colegio  Piracicabano 

1,000 

41,912 

42,912 

Northwest  Institute 

13,934 

13,934 

American  Institute 

1,531 

45,678 

47,209 

Passo  Fundo  Institute 

1,420 

46,566 

47,986 

Porto  Alegre  Institute 

1,750 

57,770 

59,520 

Union  College 

1,433 

17,309 

18,742 

Colegio  Americano 

2,546 

11,363 

13,909 

Centenary  College 

1,165 

14,096 

15,261 

People’s  Central  Institute  2,613 

9,017 

11,630 

Methodist  Institute 

1,650 

624 

2,274 

TOTALS 

$23,789 

$385,156 

$408,945 
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The  Division  of  Foreign  Missions  provided  $8,931 
and  $14,858  was  from  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service.  American  Institute,  Passo  Fundo 
Institute,  Porto  Alegre  Institute,  and  Union  College 
are  supported  by  the  Foreign  Division;  Isabella  Hen- 
drix, Bennett,  Colegio  Piracicabano,  Colegio  Ameri- 
cano, Centenary,  and  the  Methodist  Institute  are  re- 
lated to  the  Woman’s  Division;  Granbery  and  the 
People’s  Central  Institute  are  jointly  supported.  It 
will  be  noted  that  97%  of  the  annual  budget  comes 
from  Brazil.  (The  salaries  of  missionaries  paid  by 
the  Board  are  not  included) . 

The  government  has  ordered  all  schools  to  raise 
salaries  but  forbidden  them  to  increase  tuition.  After 
protests  the  government  eased  the  situation  somewhat 
by  abolishing  the  inspection  tax  and  by  other  con- 
cessions. As  better  government  schools  are  estab- 
lished the  patronage  of  evangelical  schools  by  non- 
evangelicals may  fall  off.  This  would  create  a 
serious  financial  problem,  but  it  will  be  offset  in 
some  degree  by  the  growth  of  the  evangelical  com- 
munity in  the  meantime.  There  are  many  Meth- 
odist parochial  schools  that  receive  no  subsidy  from 
the  Board.  One  of  these  is  at  the  Ana  Gonzaga 
Orphanage,  near  Rio,  entirely  supported  by  the 
Church  in  Brazil. 

Each  school  has  a Board  of  Trustees  elected  by  the 
annual  conference  and  the  Central  Council,  the  latter 
composed  of  an  equal  number  of  missionaries  and 
nationals.  The  trustees  elect  the  president  and  de- 
termine general  policies. 

There  are  3 missionary  couples  and  25  single 
missionary  women  in  educational  work.  There  are 
about  400  Brazilian  teachers,  of  whom  57%  are 
evangelicals,  33%  Roman  Catholics,  and  10%  of 
other  faiths.  The  nominal  religious  affiliation  of 
the  parents  of  the  students  is  approximately  as  fol- 
lows: Evangelicals,  25%;  Roman  Catholics,  64%; 
other  faiths,  11%. 
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Enrollment 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  Methodist  schools  in 
1944  was  8,930.  Of  this  number  4,923  were  boys 
and  4,007  were  girls;  1,709  were  boarding  students. 
Leading  in  attendance  were  the  American  Institute 
at  Lins  with  1,504  students,  Granbery  Institute  with 
1,318,  Colegio  Piracicabano  with  955,  and  People’s 
Central  Institute  with  909. 

Enrollment  in  other  schools  was  as  follows:  North- 
west Institute,  670;  Passo  Fundo  Institute,  618; 
Bennett  College,  562;  Porto  Alegre  Institute,  516; 
Colegio  Isabella  Hendrix,  485;  Colegio  Americano, 
466;  Union  College,  387;  Centenary  College,  375; 
Methodist  Institute,  165. 

In  1930  the  enrollment  in  these  schools  was 
3,390;  there  has  therefore  been  an  increase  of  163% 
in  14  years.  All  are  filled  to  capacity  and  many 
applicants  are  turned  away  for  lack  of  room. 

The  schools  charge  high  tuition  to  make  ends 
meet,  but  in  1944  they  gave  free  tuition  and  dis- 
counts to  1,265  students  to  the  value  of  $37,648. 
Thus  they  gave  back  $13,859  more  than  they  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  in  the  United  States. 

The  popularity  of  Methodist  schools  is  due  in 
part  to  the  shortage  of  other  schools.  In  1920, 
69.1%  of  the  population  over  7 years  of  age  was 
illiterate.  Great  strides  have  been  made  but  illiteracy 
is  still  very  high,  particularly  in  rural  areas.  The 
supply  of  schools  is  not  equal  to  the  demand. 

Students  are  drawn  to  Methodist  schools  also  by 
the  quality  of  work  done,  the  emphasis  upon  moral 
character  and  discipline,  and  intellectual  integrity 
and  freedom.  Evangelical  schools  enjoy  the  approval 
and  support  of  progressive  leaders  who  themselves 
are  unaffiliated  with  any  religious  organization.  They 
are  patronized  by  Roman  Catholic  families,  despite 


ABOVE:  Imprensa  Metodista  (Methodist 
Publishing  House),  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil. 

BELOW:  Some  buildings  of  the  Methodist 
School  and  Orphanage  near  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro. A large  tract  of  land  given  by 
Dona  Ana  Gongaza  is  said  to  be  the  most 
valuable  gift  ever  made  to  Protestantism 
by  a Brazilian. 


IBBiM 


ABOVE:  Granberv  Institute,  Juiz  de  Fora, 
Brazil,  an  outstanding  Methodist  institution 
with  a long  history,  it  was  named  for 
Bishop  John  C.  Granbery. 

BELOW:  The  Genera!  Conference  of  the 
Brazil  Methodist  Church  at  Piracicabo, 
1942.  in  the  front  row,  center,  are  Dr. 
Elmer  T.  Clark,  fraternal  delegate  from 
United  States,  Bishop  Cesar  Dacorso  Fiiho 
(filho  means  "junior"),  and  Dr*  H.  C.  Tucker. 
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denunciation  by  the  heirarchy.  They  are  indispensa- 
ble servants  to  the  evangelical  movement,  supplying 
trained  leaders,  bringing  many  students  to  personal 
faith  in  Christ,  and  creating  an  atmosphere  of  tol- 
erance and  respect  in  which  the  evangelical  churches 
can  exist  and  work.  Many  students  who  do  not  be- 
come members  of  the  church  do  become  its  champions 
and  protectors.  They  cannot  be  misled  by  misrepre- 
sentation, and  they  are  like  a protecting  wall  against 
the  fanaticism  and  prejudice  which  still  threaten  the 
minority  religious  group. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  supply  well-trained 
Christian  teachers  for  all  the  schools.  Eight  of  the 
schools  giving  secondary  or  higher  education  do  not 
have  a missionary  teacher  or  administrator.  For 
years  the  Brazilian  church  has  been  pleading  for 
missionary  teachers,  and  its  plea  should  be  heeded. 

An  Evangelical  University 

There  is  difficulty  in  securing  Brazilian  teachers 
with  professional  and  spiritual  qualifications  because 
the  educational  system  of  the  evangelical  movement 
is  incomplete.  The  state  requires  that  all  teachers 
in  secondary  schools  must  be  graduates  of  a recog- 
nized school  of  philosophy,  which  includes  depart- 
ments of  education,  science,  languages  and  philosophy. 
There  are  only  16  schools  of  this  character  in  Brazil. 
Ten  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
not  one  to  any  evangelical  denomination.  The  Protes- 
tant Church  has  no  institution  which  prepares  teach- 
ers for  its  own  schools  above  the  primary  grade 
and  no  adequate  provision  for  influencing  through 
higher  education  the  intellectual  leaders  of  the  future. 

To  remedy  this  condition  a committee  of  Meth- 
odists has  been  formed  to  work  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  evangelical  university  in  Brazil.  An 
admirable  site  has  been  secured,  the  gift  of  a Bra- 
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zilian.  It  is  a large  tract  of  valuable  land,  only  60 
minutes  by  electric  train  from  the  center  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  To  establish  on  this  site  a school  of  phi- 
losophy or  university  that  will  meet  government  re- 
quirements, $1,000,000  is  needed  for  endowment  and 
$500,000  for  buildings  and  equipment. 


odist  (Church  oj?  (fdrazil 


The  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil  is  an  autonomous 
and  independent  denomination  affiliated  with  The 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States.  It  was  or- 
ganized on  September  2,  1930,  when  three  annual 
conferences  of  the  former  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  were  formally  declared  to  constitute 
the  new  church. 

A few  weeks  later  came  the  revolution  which 
placed  Getulio  Vargas  in  the  presidency.  During 
his  long  regime  the  twenty-one  states  of  Brazil  were 
welded  into  a national  unity  never  before  experienced. 
There  was  progress  along  many  lines.  At  the  same 
time  there  developed  an  intensification  of  nationalistic 
sentiment,  cultivated  by  propaganda,  and  an  increase 
in  governmental  regulations  and  control. 

Looking  back,  the  setting  up  of  the  autonomous 
Church  just  before  the  beginning  of  this  new  era  in 
Brazil,  appears  to  have  been  a providential  preparation 
for  the  years  that  followed.  The  Church  remains  an 
organic  part  of  Methodism,  bound  to  the  Mother 
Church  by  ties  of  affection  and  history  and  by  con- 
stitutional provisions,  but  it  has  complete  legislative 
and  administrative  autonomy.  It  elects  and  supports 
its  own  bishops  and  enacts  its  own  laws.  It  stands 
before  government  officials  and  the  public  as  a 
Brazilian  organization,  administered  by  Brazilians 
and  working  for  the  highest  interests  of  the  people. 


BRAZIL 

Showing  states  in 
which  Methodism  is 
represented  and  cities 
where  main  institutions 
are  located. 
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This  is  a great  advantage.  The  Church  is  not 
suspect  as  the  agent  of  a foreign  power  or  alien  cul- 
ture. Its  autonomy  is  conducive  to  right  relations 
between  American  missionaries  and  their  Brazilian 
colleagues.  It  frees  the  former  from  any  tempta- 
tion to  possess  and  "boss”  the  Christian  movement, 
and  evokes  from  national  leaders  something  of  the 
courtesy  of  a host  toward  invited  guests.  Mission- 
aries are  in  positions  of  large  responsibility,  but  they 
were  placed  there  by  their  Brazilian  fellow  workers. 
The  Bishop  and  other  nationals  are  pleading  for  more 
missionaries. 

Steady  Growth 

Since  1930  the  Church  has  grown  steadily  and 
has  more  than  doubled  in  size  and  strength.  The 
membership  in  1944  was  nearly  30,000,  the  number 
of  churches  233,  and  the  total  contributions  were 
4,014,000  cruzeiros  which  would  be  $200,700  in  U.  S. 
currency.  That  year  the  Church  contributed  85%  of 
the  support  of  its  pastors  and  received  from  the 
Board  a subsidy  equal  to  15%.  The  figures  for 
pastoral  support  in  the  three  Annual  Conferences 
were  as  follows: 


Conference  Locally 


From  Board  T otal 


North  #26,560 

Central  24,698 

South  14,791 


#5,000 

3,500 

3,000 


#31,560 

28,198 

17,791 


Totals  #66,049 


#11,500  #77,549 


A missionary  pays  this  tribute  to  the  Brazilian 
Church  and  its  preachers: 

"The  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil  is  a dynamic, 
living  organism,  with  a personality  all  its  own.  This 
personality  is  best  represented  by  the  group  of  younger 
ministers  who  are  the  hope  of  the  Church,  enthusi- 
astic, fiery,  usually  broad-minded  and  tolerant,  oc- 
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casionally  critical,  alert  to  every  new  opportunity, 
eager  to  try  something  new,  always  making  big  plans 
and  dreaming  big  dreams  for  the  future,  filled  with 
a passion  for  winning  people  to  Christ.  Some  of 
these  men  have  the  spirit  of  Asbury:  most  of  them, 
in  fact,  are  'prophets  of  the  long  road/  spending 
most  of  their  time  in  the  saddle,  or  on  the  train  or 
bus,  going  from  place  to  place,  preaching  the  gospel 
as  they  go.  The  Church  has  scarcely  more  than 
200  ministers,  and  half  of  these  are  unordained  men — 
consequently  local  preachers  who  do  the  work  of 
full  fledged  pastors.  Many  have  charges  as  large 
as  whole  districts  and  even  some  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  so  they  must  work  day  and  night  with 
little  time  to  spend  with  their  families.  Just  as  in 
the  days  of  Asbury,  the  health  of  these  men  soon 
gives  way,  and  many  of  them  die  young  or  become 
unfit  for  further  service  as  itinerants.” 

Theological  Seminary 

The  Church  has  grown  faster  than  the  supply  of 
preachers.  There  is  no  shortage  in  candidates  for 
the  ministry.  The  bottleneck  is  in  the  Seminary. 
It  does  not  have  room  for  the  young  preachers  who 
want  to  study.  The  training  of  the  ministry  for  all 
the  conferences  is  centered  in  one  institution,  on  a 
campus  of  17  acres  10  miles  from  the  center  of  the 
great  city  of  Sao  Paulo.  There  is  a dormitory  and 
four  residences  for  teachers.  Only  about  two-thirds 
of  the  dormitory  as  planned  has  been  completed. 
The  present  seminary  has  cost  about  $40,000  ob- 
tained as  follows: 


From  the  Board  in  the  United  States  $ 7,000 

From  sale  of  property  8,700 

Raised  in  Brazil 24,300 


Total  $40,000 
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RIGHT:  Methodist  Church  at  Piracicabo, 
Brazil.  In  the  20s  the  Centenary  Move- 
ment funds  erected  several  large  churches 
in  Brazil,  and  today  each  church  has  a 
large  and  self-supporting  congregation. 

BELOW:  Colegio  Isabella  Hendrix,  Bello 
Horizonte,  Brazil.  Years  ago  the  city  au- 
thorities gave  valuable  property  to  the 
Methodists  on  condition  tnat  a school  and 
church  be  erected. 
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To  complete  the  Seminary  there  must  be  an  ad- 
ministration building,  the  dormitory  must  be  finished, 
a Chapel  and  religious  education  annex  must  be  pro- 
vided, and  two  additional  residences  for  teachers  must 
be  erected.  The  most  pressing  needs  are  for  the 
main  building  and  for  the  completion  of  the  dormi- 
tory. It  is  estimated  that  from  $25,000  to  $35,000 
will  be  required  for  the  main  building  and  about 
$20,000  for  the  dormitory. 

Sunday  Schools  and  Societies 

The  Sunday  Schools  have  an  enrollment  somewhat 
larger  than  the  church  membership.  The  attendance 
is  equal  to  the  enrollment,  due  to  the  fact  that  as  a 
rule  there  are  as  many  visitors  present  as  there  are 
pupils  absent.  Often,  besides  the  main  Sunday 
School,  a church  conducts  other  Sunday  Schools  in 
the  homes  of  members  who  live  in  neighborhoods 
where  there  are  few  other  Protestants.  These  ex- 
tension schools  are  growing  points  of  the  kingdom 
and  frequently  develop  into  new  churches. 

To  give  opportunities  for  Christian  fellowship  and 
activities,  and  to  supplement  the  instruction  given 
in  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  from  the  pulpit,  there 
are  five  official  societies  in  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Brazil.  These  are  the  Methodist  Societies  for  Men, 
Women,  Young  People,  Intermediates,  and  Children. 
The  societies  for  Men,  Women  and  Young  People 
have  conference  federations  with  annual  meetings. 
The  constitutions,  literature  and  general  leadership 
for  these  societies,  as  well  as  for  the  Sunday  Schools, 
are  provided  by  a Board  of  Christian  Education, 
with  a missionary  as  general  secretary. 

Periodicals 

There  are  four  official  publications:  (1)  Expositor 
Cristao,  general  organ  of  the  Church;  (2)  Voz 
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Missionaries,  organ  of  the  Society  for  Women;  (3) 
Cruz  de  Malta,  organ  of  the  Society  for  Young 
People;  and  (4)  Bem-Te-Vi,  a magazine  for  children. 
The  circulation  of  Voz  Missionario  has  reached 
25,000.  The  others  have  from  6,500  to  10,000  sub- 
scribers. 

The  production  of  books  is  below  the  need  and 
demand,  but  progress  is  being  made  in  spite  of 
limited  funds  and  over-worked  personnel.  In  1945  a 
translation  of  Baez  Camargo’s  Principles  and  Meth- 
ods of  Religious  Education  was  published  and  1,600 
of  the  2,000  copies  were  sold  within  three  months.  A 
translation  of  Our  Father  s Faith  and  Ours,  by  David 
S.  Schaff,  Brightman’s  Introduction  to  Philosophy 
and  Protestantism , A Symposium , and  a translation 
of  Wesley’s  Sermons  are  under  way  or  already 
published. 

Church  Buildings 

As  in  other  countries  of  Latin  America,  good 
buildings  are  essential  to  the  normal  life  and  growth 
of  the  Church.  The  status  of  the  houses  of  worship 
in  the  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil  in  1945  is  thus 
indicated: 


Conference 

Churches 

Value 

Indebtedness 

North 

95 

$262,022 

$ 1,937 

Central 

101 

353,247 

2,240 

South 

37 

117,790 

2,025 

Totals 

233 

$7 33,059 

$6,202 

In  1945  $33,650  was  raised  in  Brazil  for  churches 
and  parsonages  and  a larger  sum  is  being  raised. 
The  Church  has  done  well,  but  most  of  the  congrega- 
tions are  still  worshipping  in  unattractive  and  poorly 
located  rented  halls  or  in  buildings  entirely  inadequate 
for  the  activities  of  a good  church  organization. 
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Methodist  Church  at  Tres  Barras,  Brazil. 
Most  of  the  churches  are  small,  though 
there  are  several  large  houses  of  worship 
in  Brazil. 
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New  congregations  are  being  formed  each  year. 
A new  congregation  must  find  from  the  start  the 
entire  amount  for  both  land  and  buildings.  Some 
outside  assistance  is  needed.  There  are  many  groups 
of  faithful  Christians  who,  after  giving  to  the  limit 
of  their  ability,  are  still  unable  to  secure  a suitable 
lot  and  erect  an  adequate  building  as  a center  from 
which  the  church  can  develop. 

The  Centenary  movement  provided  funds  for 
erecting  good  churches  in  selected  centers.  The  con- 
gregations thus  housed  have  all  grown  and  have  be- 
come, not  only  self-supporting,  but  "mother”  churches 
for  the  organization  of  other  congregations  in  the 
surrounding  territory.  The  Crusade  for  Christ  is 
expected  to  provide  funds  for  a similar  church  build- 
ing program,  to  which  the  Brazilian  Christians  will 
contribute  much  more  than  they  receive.  The  first 
project  on  the  list  is  in  Volta  Redonda,  a new  city 
between  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo,  which  has 
sprung  up  around  the  great  steel  mills.  The  con- 
gregation of  about  150  has  purchased  two  lots  at  a 
cost  of  $4,000  and  is  raising  money  for  a building. 
Assistance  in  such  building  projects  is  the  kind  of 
financial  cooperation  most  desired  by  the  Bishop  and 
other  leaders  in  Brazil. 

New  Instruments 

New  instruments  are  being  used  for  publishing  the 
old,  old  story  in  Brazil.  Programs  are  broadcast 
regularly  over  the  radio  and  plans  for  establishing 
a radio  station  have  been  discussed.  At  least  one 
church  has  a loudspeaker  system  which  carries  the 
sermon,  scripture  readings  and  music  to  a park 
near  the  church.  There  is  a proposal  for  an  itiner- 
ant sound  truck  equipped  for  projecting  motion  pic- 
tures and  broadcasting  music  and  addresses.  Con- 
cerning this  plan  a district  superintendent,  who  has 
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been  successful  in  carrying  the  gospel  into  new  areas, 
writes: 

"Such  a truck  could  cover  most  of  the  territory  in 
which  The  Methodist  Church  is  working.  It  would 
be  especially  suitable  for  rural  areas  where  there 
is  no  electricity  and  no  outside  attractions  of  any 
sort,  but  almost  equally  as  effective  in  the  cities. 
Free  pictures  with  music  over  a loudspeaker  always 
attract  large  crowds.  A little  use  of  film  strips  on 
the  life  of  Christ  and  movies  showing  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  Church  has  proved  their  effective- 
ness. This  method  is  especially  suitable  for  opening 
up  new  work  where  Methodism  is  unknown  and 
reaching  people  who  are  afraid  to  enter  our  church 
buildings.  In  fact,  the  possibilities  of  such  a method 
are  almost  unlimited.  But  the  cost  of  equipment 
would  be  prohibitive — it  would  depend  on  coopera- 
tion from  the  Mother  Church.  We  could  use  ef- 
fectively one  truck  in  each  conference.  American 
commercial  concerns  send  such  equipment  to  their 
representatives  in  Brazil;  American  engineers,  miners, 
and  doctors  here  in  connection  with  the  war  effort 
have  such  equipment.  Why  can’t  The  Methodist 
Church  furnish  its  young  daughter  in  Brazil  with 
these  trucks,  completely  equipped,  for  spreading  the 
untold  riches  of  Christ?” 

Social  Service 

The  main  emphases  of  The  Methodist  Church  in 
Brazil  are  evangelism  and  Christian  nurture.  Its 
preaching  aims  at  the  edification*  of  believers  and  the 
conversion  of  sinners.  But  the-  social  application  of 
the  Gospel  is  not  neglected.  A.  Board  of  Social 
Service  set  up  by  the  General  Conference  has  its 
headquarters  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  In  each  Annual 
Conference  there  is  a committee  and  an  executive 
secretary  for  the  promotion  of  social  action  and  the 
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distribution  of  literature.  Tracts  and  leaflets  on  19 
different  subjects  have  been  published  and  widely 
circulated.  There  is  helpful  cooperation  from  the 
National  Board  of  Public  Health.  Its  publications 
on  child  welfare,  health,  hygiene,  alimentation  and 
other  subjects  of  social  import  have  been  supplied 
free  to  the  Board  of  Social  Service  for  distribution 
to  church  workers. 

The  work  of  Methodists  for  lepers  has  been  pub- 
licly recognized. 

Since  1935  Mrs.  Anderson  Weaver,  wife  of  a 
Methodist  missionary,  has  been  President  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Societies  for  Assistance  to  Lepers.  Dona 
Eunice,  as  she  is  best  known,  was  a Brazilian  trained 
nurse.  Under  her  leadership  the  Federation  main- 
tains 25  homes  for  children  of  leprous  parents.  She 
has  become  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed  women  in  Brazil.  At  a National 
Conference  on  Social  Assistance  to  Lepers  held  at 
Rio  in  1945  under  the  auspices  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  and  Health,  both  Mrs.  Weaver  and  Dr. 
H.  C.  Tucker  were  signally  honored  for  their  service 
to  lepers.  The  delegates  were  received  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic. 

Help  From  the  United  States 

The  Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Extension 
makes  only  a small  appropriation,  proportionately,  to 
the  Methodist  work  in  Brazil:  about  15%  of  the 
support  of  the  ministry,  5.8%  of  the  budget  of  the 
educational  institutions,  and  in  recent  years  from 
10%  to  25%  of  the  cost  of  church  buildings.  But 
the  importance  of  this  help  is  much  greater  than  the 
percentages  indicate.  If  it  should  be  withdrawn,  the 
loss  to  the  young  Christian  movement  would  be  far 
more  than  a 15%  reduction  in  ministerial  strength 
and  a 5.8%  in  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 
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It  would  be  like  reducing  the  food  supply  of  a 
growing  child.  A reduction  in  food  does  not  cause  a 
like  reduction  in  growth.  It  stops  normal  growth 
altogether  and  stunts  the  child.  On  the  other  hand, 
a small  increase  in  the  food  of  an  undernourished 
person  means  health  and  strength  and  growth.  So 
a few  more  missionaries  and  dollars  for  Methodist 
schools  and  churches  would  mean  accelerated  growth 
and  increased  strength  for  the  evangelical  cause. 

The  people  of  the  vast  land  of  Brazil  are  on  the 
march.  They  are  moving  into  new  areas  and  new 
industries  and  new  patterns  of  life  and  thought. 
They  are  moving  through  clashing  ideas  and  ideals. 
Within  their  hearts  both  the  noble  and  the  ignoble 
of  their  own  social  heritage  are  struggling  for  survival 
and  mastery.  And  both  the  good  and  the  bad  are 
being  reinforced  by  influences  that  impinge  upon 
Brazil  from  other  countries.  The  nation  is  gaining 
influence  in  international  affairs.  The  Methodist 
Church  has  an  opportunity  to  grow  as  Brazil  grows 
and  to  help  guide  the  steps  of  this  growing  giant 
along  the  paths  that  make  for  peace  and  righteous- 
ness and  salvation. 


ABOVE:  The  General  Cabinet  of  The 
Methodist  Church  of  Brazil.  Left  to  right: 
Augusto  Schwab,  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Missions;  H.  C.  Tucker,  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Social  Action;  Bishop  Cesar 
Dacorso  Filho  (Jr.);  James  E.  Ellis,  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education. 

BELOW:  Methodist  parsonage  at  Santos, 
the  coffee  port  of  Brazil,  erected  by  the 
congregation. 
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THE  COUNTRY 

Size:  More  than  3/4  of  a million  square  miles;  a 
quarter  of  a million  square  miles  larger  than  the  United 
States,  exclusive  of  Alaska.  Population:  45,000,000. 
Products:  Most  of  the  world’s  coffee  and  nearly  every 
other  crop  known  to  man;  all  minerals  except  sulphur, 
borax,  and  high  quality  coal;  probably  the  world’s 
greatest  potential  water  power.  Education : probably 
75%  illiterate  in  rural  sections  and  interior.  Religion: 
Nominally  Roman  Catholic,  though  religious  liberty  of- 
ficially exists.  There  are  a million  Protestants. 


METHODISM 

Autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil  affiliated 
with  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States.  Annual 
Conferences:  3.  Schools:  16,  including  one  theological 
seminary.  Other  institutions:  Social  center,  orphanage, 
and  publishing  house.  Churches:  233.  Value:  $7 35,000. 
Members:  30,000.  Ordained  ministers:  100.  Supply 
ministers:  100.  Church  periodicals:  4. 


INSTITUTIONS 

A colegio  is  not  a full  college  in  our  senses  For  the 
scholastic  status  of  the  schools  see  page  7. 


BELO  HORIZONTE 
Colegio  Isabela  Hendrix 

BIRIGUI 

Northwest  Institute 

JAGUARAO 

Branch  School  of  Passo 
Fundo  Institute 

LINS 

American  Institute 

PASSO  FUNDO 

Passo  Fundo  Institute 

PIRES  DO  RIO 

Branch  School  of  Gran- 
bery  Institute 

PIRACICABO 

Colegio  Piracicabano 

PORTE  ALEGRE 
Colegio  Americano 
Porte  Alegre  Institute 


RIBEIRAO  PRETO 
Methodist  Institute 
RIO  DE  JANEIRO 
Bennett  College 
People’s  Central  Insti- 
tute (School  and  So- 
cial Settlement) 

Ana  Gonzaga  School 
and  Orphanage  (near 
Rio) 

SANTA  MARIA 
Colegio  Centenary 
SAO  PAULO 

Methodist  Theological 
Seminary 

Methodist  Publishing 
House 

SOLEDADE 

Branch  School  of  Porto 
Alegre  Institute 
URUGUAYANA 
Colegio  Union 
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By  an  annuity  agreement,  a clause  in  your  will, 
or  a special  gift,  you  may  help  the  work  of 
Methodism  in  Brazil.  Write  to  the  Division 
of  Foreign  Missions,  1 50  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
York  I I,  New  York. 


